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ACTION EB 11 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 CCO-OO 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO DOTE-OO H-03 INR-10 IO-14 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 SPC-03 OC-06 PRS-01 RSC-01 SS-20 

USIE-00 USSS-00 SY-03 FAA-00 WRD-03 SCCT-02 SCS-03 

SCA-01 DRC-01 INRE-00 /128 W 

021789 

O 201035Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6163 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 2345 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRN, KE 

SUBJECT: EAST AFRICAN AIRLINE PLANE HIJACKED 

1. EAST AFRICAN AIRLINE FLIGHT 301 EN ROUTE TO MOMBASA FROM 
NAIROBI WAS HIJACKED AT ABOUT 0930 OR 1000 THIS MORNING. 

HIJACKED AIRCRAFT IS SHORT RANGE FOKKER FRIENDSHIP WITH CREW 
OF FOUR AND THIRTY-ONE PASSENGERS ON BOARD. AIRCRAFT FORCED TO 
FLY ENTEBBE, UGANDA, WHERE IT LANDED AT 1 135 LOCAL. ACCORDING 

TO KENYAN AUTHORITIES, PLANE NOW ON GROUND AT ENTEBBE SURROUNDED 
BY UGANDAN MILITARY PERSONNEL. HIJACKER, WHO IS APPARENTLY ARAB, 

IS DEMANDING FUEL TO ENABLE HIM TO GO TO LIBYA VIA STOP IN 
KHARTOUM FOR FURTHER REFUELING. HIJACKER IS ARMED WITH GUN AND 
THREATENS TO BLOW UP PLANE IF MORE THAN ONE PERSON APPROACHES 
TO REFUEL. UGANDAN OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY NEGOTIATING WITH HIM. 

2. WE HAVE THUS FAR BEEN UNABLE TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER ANY AMERICAN 
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CITIZENS WERE ON BOARD HIJACKED AIRCRAFT. WE EXPECT TO OBTAIN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

COPY OF PASSENGER MANIFEST SHORTLY, BUT, SINCE EC-301 INTERNAL 
FLIGHT, NATIONALITY OF PASSENGERS WILL NOT BE INDICATED. AS 
SOON AS WE GOT NEWS, WE ALERTED GERMAN EMBASSY AND BRITISH HIGH 
COMMISSION IN KAMPALA BY TELEPHONE. GERMAN EMBASSY, WHICH 
CURRENTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR U.S. INTERESTS IN UGANDA, HAS SENT 
OFFICIAL TO AIRPORT TO ASSIST ANY AMERICAN OR WEST GERMAN 
CITIZEN WHO MAY BE ON BOARD IN EVENT OF THEIR RELEASE. 

MARSHALL 
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